
How the Christmas Tree Finally Got Decorated. 

 

It was Christmas Eve, and in the van Dijk household, the atmosphere was one of gentle 
chaos; decorations, lights, and sparkling garlands lay everywhere, still to be hung, while 
the children were busy and the parents tried to keep everything under control. 

The Christmas tree had stood in the living room for days, tall and full of branches, but to 
the children’s great disappointment, it remained bare and unadorned, as if waiting for a 
miracle that never came. 

Jasmijn, the eldest daughter of twelve, looked frustrated at the stack of boxes full of 
ornaments and lights, while her younger brother Lucas tried to drape garlands over the 
branches and repeatedly got tangled in the shiny ribbons. 

“Why does it feel like our Christmas tree is ignoring us?” asked Jasmijn, running her 
hands through her hair, the light reflecting in her worried eyes. 

Her mother, busy opening a box of glittering tinsel, sighed and said, “Maybe we need a 
plan before hanging everything; otherwise it will be a huge mess.” 

The children nodded, realizing that the tree would not decorate itself magically, and that 
they had to solve this together. 

Lucas grabbed a red ornament and carefully tried to hang it on the tree, but it 
immediately fell and rolled across the wooden floor. 

“Watch out, Lucas! You have to hold the branches first,” shouted Jasmijn, trying to save 
a shiny golden ornament from falling off the stairs. 

Meanwhile, father van Dijk tried to untangle the lights, but it seemed as if each bulb had 
a will of its own; some didn’t light up, others flickered for no reason, making the tree 
dance in a cheerful but chaotic rhythm. 

The family began to laugh, despite the frustration, realizing that this messy attempt was 
part of their Christmas charm. 

Suddenly, they heard a soft rustle at the door, as if someone—or something—wanted to 
peek inside, and the children’s eyes widened with curiosity. 

The door slowly opened, revealing the neighbor’s cat, Minoes, stepping in with a small 
package dangling from her collar. 

Attached to the package was a note: “For the van Dijk family, a little help for your 
Christmas tree. – A secret friend.” 

Amazed, they opened the package and discovered a collection of sparkling ornaments, 
small angels, and a glittering tree-topper. 



“This is amazing! But who could have sent it?” asked Jasmijn, holding the tree-topper 
carefully and admiring it in the light of the lamps. 

Lucas jumped excitedly, saying, “Maybe Santa, or one of the elves, or… our neighbor 
who always helps us!” 

The family decided it didn’t matter who sent it; what mattered was that they now had 
everything to finally decorate the tree. 

Together, they worked, draping the lights neatly over the branches, hanging the garlands 
evenly, and placing the ornaments carefully, while Minoes watched curiously and 
occasionally batted at an ornament with her paw. 

Slowly, the bare Christmas tree transformed into a sparkling, festive work of art that 
filled the living room with warmth and shine. 

The topper was carefully placed on top, and the final angel found her spot in the middle, 
shimmering softly in the light of the lamps. 

The family stepped back to admire their work, feeling pride and satisfaction, knowing 
they had accomplished it together despite the earlier challenges. 

“What a beautiful tree,” said mother, wrapping her arms around Jasmijn and Lucas with 
a warm smile. 

“And it even seems to glow,” added father, adjusting the final lights and admiring the 
ornaments’ sparkle. 

The children ran to the couch, laughing with joy as they gazed at the tree, realizing this 
Christmas might be the best ever. 

Outside, snow began to fall softly, and the flakes reflected the tree’s light, as if the magic 
of Christmas spread throughout the house. 

That evening, they all sat together by the tree, sipping hot chocolate and sharing stories 
of past Christmases, holding hands and enjoying the feeling of being together. 

Minoes lay contentedly on the rug, ornaments safely out of reach, seemingly 
understanding that something special had happened, making their Christmas 
unforgettable. 

They talked about dreams, presents, and the secrets of the Christmas season, realizing 
that it was not the decorations alone that brought magic, but their love and cooperation. 

The van Dijk family knew they would never forget this night, for the tree was adorned not 
only with ornaments and lights, but also with joy, patience, and a little mysterious help 
from a “secret friend.” 



As the night progressed and the snow fell gently, the Christmas tree shone in all its glory, 
a symbol of hope, togetherness, and the true meaning of Christmas. 

The evening ended with warm smiles on every face, a house full of love, and a Christmas 
tree finally sparkling as it should, thanks to cooperation, patience, and a small miracle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Multiple-Choice Questions  

1. Why was the Christmas tree still bare? 
a) They forgot the decorations. 
b) They needed help to hang everything. 
c) The tree was too big. 
d) It wasn’t a real tree. 

2. How did Jasmijn and Lucas feel when the tree was still bare? 
a) They laughed about it. 
b) They were frustrated. 
c) They went outside to play. 
d) They went to bed. 

3. What did Lucas first try to do with the red ornament? 
a) Paint it. 
b) Hang it on the tree. 
c) Throw it at the wall. 
d) Give it to Minoes. 

4. Who helped the family decorate the tree? 
a) A neighbor. 
b) Minoes the cat brought a package. 
c) Santa Claus came. 
d) A team of secret elves. 

5. What was inside the package Minoes brought? 
a) Candy and cookies. 
b) Ornaments, small angels, and a tree-topper. 
c) Candles and a tablecloth. 
d) Christmas cards. 

6. What did the note attached to the package say? 
a) “For your Christmas tree, enjoy!” 
b) “For the van Dijk family, a little help for your Christmas tree. – A secret friend.” 
c) “Merry Christmas!” 
d) “Let the tree shine on its own.” 

7. How did Jasmijn react when holding the tree-topper? 
a) She was angry. 
b) She was amazed and admired it. 
c) She almost fell down the stairs. 
d) She gave it to Lucas. 



8. What did they do after receiving the decorations? 
a) Took the tree away. 
b) Decorated the tree carefully. 
c) Made a snowman. 
d) Went to sleep. 

9. What did Minoes do while they decorated? 
a) Helped decorate. 
b) Batted at an ornament with her paw. 
c) Slept on the tree. 
d) Ran away. 

10. What happened outside while they were decorating? 
a) It rained. 
b) It snowed. 
c) It became dark and windy. 
d) The sun came out. 

11. How did the family feel after decorating the tree? 
a) Frustrated and tired. 
b) Proud and satisfied. 
c) Angry and sad. 
d) Indifferent. 

12. What did the decorated tree symbolize in the end? 
a) Only sparkling ornaments. 
b) Hope, togetherness, and the true meaning of Christmas. 
c) Wealth and luxury. 
d) Chaos and mess. 

13. Who took initiative to organize the decorating? 
a) Lucas 
b) Jasmijn 
c) Father van Dijk 
d) The neighbor’s cat 

14. Why was the “secret friend’s” help important? 
a) They didn’t have a tree-topper otherwise. 
b) It decorated the tree faster. 
c) It strengthened the magical feeling of Christmas. 
d) It made the tree look taller. 

 



15. What role did humor play during decorating? 
a) They argued. 
b) It helped them relax and enjoy despite chaos. 
c) There was no humor. 
d) It caused more frustration. 

16. How did the evening end? 
a) With a chaotic room. 
b) With warm smiles and a beautiful tree. 
c) With a snowball fight. 
d) With a visit from the neighbor. 

17. What did the children do when the tree was finished? 
a) Went to sleep. 
b) Laughed with joy and looked at the tree. 
c) Made more mess. 
d) Took ornaments out of the box. 

18. What message about Christmas does the story emphasize? 
a) Gifts are most important. 
b) Cooperation, patience, and love are more important than decorations. 
c) Decorations make Christmas magical. 
d) Only magic can make Christmas special. 

19. How did Minoes feel at the end of the story? 
a) Frustrated 
b) Content and calm 
c) Scared 
d) Curious but nervous 

20. What made this Christmas unforgettable? 
a) The sparkling ornaments only. 
b) Cooperation, secret help, and joy. 
c) The food. 
d) The snow outside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answer Key with Explanation  

1. b) They needed help – the tree remained bare until they got help from a “secret 
friend.” 

2. b) Frustrated – they wanted to decorate the tree but couldn’t. 

3. b) Tried to hang it on the tree – but it kept falling. 

4. b) Minoes brought a package – containing the decorations. 

5. b) Ornaments, small angels, and a tree-topper – everything needed for the tree. 

6. b) “For the van Dijk family, a little help for your Christmas tree. – A secret friend.” 

7. b) Amazed and admired – she saw the beautiful topper and was happy. 

8. b) Decorated the tree carefully – making the house festive. 

9. b) Batted at an ornament with her paw – Minoes watched curiously. 

10. b) It snowed – enhancing the magic of Christmas. 

11. b) Proud and satisfied – they accomplished it together. 

12. b) Hope, togetherness, and the true meaning of Christmas – not just sparkle and 
decoration. 

13. b) Jasmijn – she took initiative and organized decorating. 

14. c) It strengthened the magical feeling of Christmas – making the evening special. 

15. b) It helped them relax and enjoy – despite minor difficulties. 

16. b) With warm smiles and a beautiful tree – everyone felt happy. 

17. b) Laughed with joy and looked at the tree – satisfaction was evident. 

18. b) Cooperation, patience, and love – more important than just decorations. 

19. b) Content and calm – Minoes watched the decorated tree quietly. 

20. b) Cooperation, secret help, and joy – that made the Christmas unforgettable. 

 


